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Course Description 
 
The English-Language Arts curriculum for grades 6-8 is derived using core novels as the centerpiece.  
These novels are chosen for their meaning, literary prowess as well as relatability and readability.  The 
purpose of using a core novel is to teach students how to mine a text and dig for deeper understanding and 
to hone critical thinking skills.  The balance of the curriculum is to incorporate short stories and 
nonfiction texts related to the subject matter, be it in the form of news articles, primary source readings, 
or biographical information.  The summative task of each novel is a narrative writing task to demonstrate 
mastery of the skills taught through each unit.  

Each week (Monday and Tuesday) students will do a night-write geared toward the narrative writing task 
for ELA.  The objective is to build stamina to write routinely over an extended period of time addressing 
a variety of themes; preparing students for a monthly narrative writing task.  Each night-write should be a 
passage from the core novel and a prompt for open-ended constructed response. 

As they explore and create written, oral, and visual texts, students expand and deepen their 
understanding of both real and imaginary worlds, and gain insight into their own lives and the lives 
of others.  Students deeply understand and employ strategies to evaluate texts on various levels; 
factual, critical, interpretive and analytical.  Through close reads & text mining of novels, short 
stories and nonfiction texts; as well as class discussions, such as Socratic Seminar, students will 
achieve independence, confidence and demonstrate growth as critical thinkers.   
 
Course Resources 
 
➢ Common Core State Standards 
➢ Core Novels 
➢ Related Non-Fiction Texts 
➢ IXL 
➢ Vocabulary.com  
➢ Google Classroom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pacing Guide 
 

 
Timeline 
 

 
Reading Units 

 
Writing Units of Study 

 
Marking Period 1 

 

Unit 1: The Pretties 
 
Unit 2: The Wednesday Wars 

 
Narrative Task  

 
Literary Analysis 

 
Marking Period 2 

 

Unit 3: The Diary of Anne Frank 
 
Unit 4: Of Mice and Men 

 
Literary Analysis  

 
Narrative 

 
Marking Period 3 

 
 
Unit 5: Out of My Mind 

 
 
(Test Preparation) 

 
  Narrative Task  
 
Literary Analysis 

 
Marking Period 4 

 

Unit 6: Miss Peregrine’s Home for 
Peculiar Children 
 
Unit 7: Poetry 

  Narrative Task  
   
  Literary Analysis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 1 – The Pretties 
Marking Period One  
 
Unit 1 Overview:   
 
Reading Component: Dystopian Fiction 
It is essential that students have opportunities to read, understand, analyze and interpret literature.  
Through reading and mining the text students will demonstrate an understanding of how a particular story 
or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot 
moves toward a resolution.  They will develop an understanding of story elements, themes, points of 
view, interpret meaning and apply word analysis strategies. Building upon skills learned in the 7th grade 
students will propel themselves deeper into novels and rich texts allowing for analysis, critical thinking 
and synthesis.  
 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
Through writing narratives, students will develop effective techniques used to tell stories, such as relevant 
descriptive details, sensory details, character development, literary techniques and well-structured event 
sequences. Through the writing process, students will gain the necessary skills to write for extended 
periods of time to a variety of prompts.  Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in 
strengthening of the writing content. Students will use techniques such as peer review, teacher 
conferencing, writer’s workshop and individual reflection to revise and edit.   
 
Writing Component:  Literary Analysis  
Through literary analysis, and short constructed responses, such as Night Writes, students will be able to 
provide support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into logically grouped 
categories.  Mining the text for evidence to support author’s use of tone, mood, and other literary 
elements will allow students the opportunity to synthesize information gleaned from the novel; coupled 
with Night Writes and class discussions student’s analytical skills will be strengthened. 
 
Disclaimer: It is important to note that while the components may appear to be repetitive, 
the material and the implementation allow for deeper meaning and more rigorous 
content.  Additional information is contained in the individual teaching unit and the 
lesson plans associated with each unit.   
 
Essential Questions: 
 
➢ How do we read fiction? 
➢ How is fiction structured? 
➢ How do the main character’s actions, thoughts and words help to determine theme? 
➢ How does a reader infer the theme of a story? 
➢ How does the narrator’s point of view influence the events of the story? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes: 
 
➢ Students will understand that a character’s reaction to his/her problem (conflict) defines the 

climax and overall theme of the text. 
➢ Students will discover the similarities and differences of characters’ actions, motives, and 

appearances in fiction, and their effect on the plot of a story or novel.   



➢ Students will explore themes of a story in order to build a deeper understanding of the 
story and the world. 

➢ Students will understand there are multiple points of view in literature: the author, the reader, 
the narrator, and the character(s). 

 
Technology Infusion: 
 
8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge. 

8.1.8. A: Technology Operations and Concepts: Students demonstrate a sound understanding of 
technology concepts, systems and operations. Select and use applications effectively and productively. 
8.1.8. A.2: Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters or 
flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
8.1. P.C.1: Collaborate with peers by participating in interactive digital games or activities. 
 
Standards Addressed:  
 
RL.8.1; RL.8.2; RL.8.3; RL.8.4; RL.8.5; RL.8.6; RL.8.7; RL.8.8; RL.8.9  

W.8.3; W.8.3A; W.8.3B; W.8.3C; W.8.3D; W.8.3E 

Differentiation:  
 
➢ Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
➢ Night Write template/graphic organizer 
➢ Break down novel into smaller segments 
➢ Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments:  
 
➢ Text-dependent reading questions aligned to the CCSS   
➢ Annotated Journals/Night Write  
➢ Class discussion 
➢ Narrative Performance Task 

 
21st Century Learning Connection: 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Unit 2 -The Wednesday Wars 
Marking Period One and Marking Period Two 
 
Unit 2 Overview: 
 
Reading Component: Fiction 
In this unit, students will identify the elements of fiction through close reads of the text, class discussions, 
and short constructed responses.  Students will examine and analyze character development and the use of 
both direct and indirect characterization to create a protagonist who is more than just a stereotype.  
Students will compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
Through writing narratives, students will develop effective techniques used to tell stories, such as 
relevant descriptive details, sensory details, character development, literary techniques and well-
structured event sequences. Through the writing process, students will gain the necessary skills to write 
for extended periods of time to a variety of prompts.  Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist 
in strengthening of the writing content. Students will use techniques such as peer review, teacher 
conferencing, writer’s workshop and individual reflection to revise and edit.   
  
 
Writing Component:  Literary Analysis 
Through literary analysis, and short constructed responses, such as Night Writes, students will be able to 
provide support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into logically grouped 
categories.  Mining the text for evidence to support author’s use of dialogue, mood, direct and indirect 
characterization, protagonist and antagonist, as well as other literary elements will allow students the 
opportunity to synthesize information gleaned from the play; coupled with Night Writes and class 
discussions student’s analytical skills will be strengthened. 
 
Disclaimer: It is important to note that while the components may appear to be repetitive, 
the material and the implementation allow for deeper meaning and more rigorous 
content.  Additional information is contained in the individual teaching unit and the 
lesson plans associated with each unit.   
 
Essential Questions:  
➢ How does social class and wealth affect happiness? 
➢ How do cliques and gangs affect our worldview? 
➢ How is a person’s identity derived? 
➢ How does conflict teach us about ourselves? 

		
Essential Learning Outcomes: 
 
➢ Students will understand good literature transcends time and is relevant to modern-day 

students. 
➢ Students will explore the use and impact of point of view.   
➢ Students will discover, recognize and interpret the use of figurative language and how it 



affects character.  
➢ Students will explore conflict and character’s reactions to said conflict. 
➢ Students will understand the theme or central idea of the novel. 

 
 
Technology Infusion: 
 
8.1.5. A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 
8.1.5. A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,              
symbols and/ or pictures. 

 
Standards Addressed:  
 
RL.8.1; RL.8.2; RL.8.3; RL.8.4; RL.8.5; RL.8.6; RL.8.7; RL.8.8; RL.8.9  

W.8.3; W.8.3A; W.8.3B; W.8.3C; W.8.3D; W.8.3E 

 
Differentiation: 
 
➢ Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
➢ Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
➢ Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
➢ Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments:  
 
➢ Text-dependent reading questions aligned to the CCSS   
➢ Annotated Journals/Night Write  
➢ Class discussion 
➢ Narrative Performance Task 

 
 
21st Century Learning Connection: 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Unit 3 – The Diary of Anne Frank 
Marking Period Two  
 
Unit 3 Overview: 
 
Reading Component: Drama and Nonfiction 
Over the course of this unit students will identify and analyze direct and indirect 
characterization, as well as conflict in a variety of forms such as a play: The Diary of Anne 
Frank and non-fiction texts about the Holocaust.  Student will be able to recognize how dialogue 
reveals aspects of a character’s personalities.  Through class readings and discussions students 
will answer critical thinking questions and reflecting on historical events.   
 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
Through writing narratives, students will develop effective techniques used to tell stories, such as 
relevant descriptive details, sensory details, character development, literary techniques and well-
structured event sequences. Through the writing process, students will gain the necessary skills 
to write for extended periods of time to a variety of prompts.  Night Writes and Timed Writing 
Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. Students will use techniques such as peer review, 
teacher conferencing, writer’s workshop and individual reflection to revise and edit.   
 
 
Writing Component:  Literary Analysis 
Through literary analysis, and short constructed responses, such as Night Writes, students will be able to 
provide support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into logically grouped 
categories.  Mining the text for evidence to support author’s use of dialogue, mood, direct and indirect 
characterization, protagonist and antagonist, as well as other literary elements will allow students the 
opportunity to synthesize information gleaned from the novel; coupled with Night Writes and class 
discussions student’s analytical skills will be strengthened. 
 
Disclaimer: It is important to note that while the components may appear to be repetitive, 
the material and the implementation allow for deeper meaning and more rigorous 
content.  Additional information is contained in the individual teaching unit and the 
lesson plans associated with each unit.   
 
 
Essential Questions: 
 
➢ How does setting reveal character?  
➢ How can the character traits and personality of a particular figure change the world?   
  

Essential Learning Outcomes: 
 
➢ Students will discover that in life as well as fiction, conflict/cruelty are powerful teachers.  

 



 
Technology Infusion:  
 
8.1.5. A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

  8.1.5. A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,     
symbols and/ or pictures. 
 
Standards Addressed:  
 
RL.8.1; RL.8.2; RL.8.3; RL.8.4; RL.8.5; RL.8.6; RL.8.7; RL.8.8; RL.8.9  

W.8.3; W.8.3A; W.8.3B; W.8.3C; W.8.3D; W.8.3E 

 
Differentiation: 
 
➢ Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
➢ Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
➢ Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
➢ Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments: 
 
➢ Text-dependent reading questions aligned to the CCSS   
➢ Annotated Journals/Night Write  
➢ Class discussion 
➢ Narrative Performance Task 

 
 
21st Century Learning Connection: 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Unit 4 – Of Mice and Men 
Marking Period Two and Three 
 
Unit 4 Overview:   
 
Reading Component: Fiction 
 

In this unit, students will focus on character development and specifically how an author develops the 
point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.  Students will determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; as well as provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
Through writing narratives, students will develop effective techniques used to tell stories, such as relevant 
descriptive details, sensory details, character development, literary techniques and well-structured event 
sequences. Through the writing process, students will gain the necessary skills to write for extended 
periods of time to a variety of prompts.  Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in 
strengthening of the writing content. Students will use techniques such as peer review, teacher 
conferencing, writer’s workshop and individual reflection to revise and edit.   
 
Writing Component:  Literary Analysis  
Through literary analysis, and short constructed responses, such as Night Writes, students will be able to 
provide support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into logically grouped 
categories.  Mining the text for evidence to support author’s use of dialogue, mood, direct and indirect 
characterization, protagonist and antagonist, as well as other literary elements will allow students the 
opportunity to synthesize information gleaned from the novel; coupled with Night Writes and class 
discussions student’s analytical skills will be strengthened. 
 
Disclaimer: It is important to note that while the components may appear to be repetitive, 
the material and the implementation allow for deeper meaning and more rigorous 
content.  Additional information is contained in the individual teaching unit and the 
lesson plans associated with each unit.   
 
 
 
Essential Questions: 
 
➢ How does paying attention to the literary elements, the details and the point of view of a story 

impact your understanding of a text? 
➢ How do authors communicate through literature? 

 
 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes: 
 
➢ Students will explore how the use of words can paint a picture. 
➢ Students will discover how to identify and classify themes across literature. 



➢ Students will understand that people read literature to increase personal knowledge, cultural 
literacy, compassion, and for vicarious experiences. 

 
Technology Infusion: 
 
8.1.5. A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

  8.1.5. A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,     
symbols and/ or pictures. 
 
Differentiation: 
 
➢ Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
➢ Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
➢ Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
➢ Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments: 
 
➢ Text-dependent reading questions aligned to the CCSS   
➢ Annotated Journals/Night Write  
➢ Class discussion 
➢ Narrative Performance Task 

 
 
21st Century Learning Connection: 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Unit 5 - Out of My Mind 
Marking Period Three 
 
Unit 5 Overview: 
 
Reading Component: Fiction 
In this unit students will identify and analyze the use of figurative language and in conjunction with skills 
learned in previous units probe the novel for a deeper connection between the author’s use of language to 
propel the plot forward.  Through close reads, annotating and class discussions, students will analyze the 
techniques used in creating an effective narrative.   
 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
Through writing narratives, students will develop effective techniques used to tell stories, such as relevant 
descriptive details, sensory details, character development, literary techniques and well-structured event 
sequences. Through the writing process, students will gain the necessary skills to write for extended 
periods of time to a variety of prompts.  Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in 
strengthening of the writing content. Students will use techniques such as peer review, teacher 
conferencing, writer’s workshop and individual reflection to revise and edit.   
 
Writing Component:  Literary Analysis  
Through literary analysis, and short constructed responses, such as Night Writes, students will be able to 
provide support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into logically grouped 
categories.  Mining the text for evidence to support author’s use of dialogue, mood, direct and indirect 
characterization, protagonist and antagonist, as well as other literary elements will allow students the 
opportunity to synthesize information gleaned from the novel; coupled with Night Writes and class 
discussions student’s analytical skills will be strengthened. 
 
Disclaimer: It is important to note that while the components may appear to be repetitive, 
the material and the implementation allow for deeper meaning and more rigorous 
content.  Additional information is contained in the individual teaching unit and the 
lesson plans associated with each unit.   
 
Essential Questions: 
 
➢ How important is the ability to communicate? 
➢ How can appearances be deceiving? 
➢ How does our behavior impact others? 
➢ How is literature like life? 
➢ How does a reader infer an author's intentions based on the text? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes: 
➢ Students will understand characters are developed through their words, actions and 

thoughts. 
➢ Students will explore the ways in which a character’s reaction to his/her problem (conflict) 

defines the climax and overall theme of the text. 
➢ Students will analyze character actions, motives, and their effect on the plot.   
➢ Students will uncover themes of a novel in order to build a deeper understanding of the 



novel and the world around them. 
 

Technology Infusion:  
 
8.1.5. A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

  8.1.5. A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,     
symbols and/ or pictures. 
 
Standards Addressed:  
 
RL.8.1; RL.8.2; RL.8.3; RL.8.4; RL.8.5; RL.8.6; RL.8.7; RL.8.8; RL.8.9  

W.8.3; W.8.3A; W.8.3B; W.8.3C; W.8.3D; W.8.3E 

 
Differentiation:  
 
➢ Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
➢ Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
➢ Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
➢ Modified Assessments  

 
 
Assessments: 
 
➢ Text-dependent reading questions aligned to the CCSS   
➢ Annotated Journals/Night Write  
➢ Class discussion 
➢ Narrative Performance Task 

 
 
21st Century Learning Connection: 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Unit 6 – Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children 
Marking Period 4 
 
Unit 6 Overview:   
 
Reading Component: Fiction 
In this unit students will synthesize skills learned throughout the course of the year, to analyze cause and 
effect, as well as the characteristics of protagonist and antagonist.  Through close reads of the novel, 
Night Writes and class discussions students will analyze tone, mood and inferencing culminating in a 
performance based assessment. 
 

 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
Through writing narratives, students will develop effective techniques used to tell stories, such as 
relevant descriptive details, sensory details, character development, literary techniques and well-
structured event sequences. Through the writing process, students will gain the necessary skills 
to write for extended periods of time to a variety of prompts.  Night Writes and Timed Writing 
Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. Students will use techniques such as peer review, 
teacher conferencing, writer’s workshop and individual reflection to revise and edit.   
 
Writing Component:  Literary Analysis  
Through literary analysis, and short constructed responses, such as Night Writes, students will be able to 
provide support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into logically grouped 
categories.  Mining the text for evidence to support author’s use of dialogue, mood, direct and indirect 
characterization, protagonist and antagonist, as well as other literary elements will allow students the 
opportunity to synthesize information gleaned from the novel; coupled with Night Writes and class 
discussions student’s analytical skills will be strengthened. 
 
Disclaimer: It is important to note that while the components may appear to be repetitive, 
the material and the implementation allow for deeper meaning and more rigorous 
content.  Additional information is contained in the individual teaching unit and the 
lesson plans associated with each unit.   
 
Essential Questions: 
 
➢ How do we find our way in a world that often works in ways that are in direct opposition to our 

own desires and aspirations?   
➢ How much control do we really have?   
➢ How does our character determine our fate?   
➢ How and to what extent do we create and control our own destiny?   

 
 
Essential Learning Outcome: 
 
➢ Students will evaluate connections between their own lives and those of others, even fictional 

characters. 
➢ Students will discover writing is a vehicle for expressing thinking, solving problems, exploring 



issues, constructing questions, and addressing inquiry. 
➢ Students will evaluate the extent to which new information may influence a person’s ideas, create 

or change an opinion, enhance or inform someone’s understanding. 
 

Technology Infusion: 
 
8.1.5. A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

  8.1.5. A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,     
symbols and/ or pictures. 
 
Standards Addressed:  
 
RL.8.1; RL.8.2; RL.8.3; RL.8.4; RL.8.5; RL.8.6; RL.8.7; RL.8.8; RL.8.9  

W.8.3; W.8.3A; W.8.3B; W.8.3C; W.8.3D; W.8.3E 

 
Differentiation:  
 
➢ Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
➢ Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
➢ Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
➢ Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments: 
➢ Text-dependent reading questions aligned to the CCSS   
➢ Annotated Journals/Night Write  
➢ Class discussion 
➢ Narrative Performance Task 

 
21st Century Learning Connection: 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Unit 7– Poetry  
Marking Period Four 
 
 Reading Overview: Poetry 
While many students have a wide range of experiences working with literature, there is a still a need for 
them to gain greater depth of understanding on ways to approach reading poetry. In this unit students will 
utilize skills learned from previous units to analyze and synthesize the use of literary elements, such as 
symbolism and figurative language and how that is used to by poets.   
 
 
Writing Component:  Literary Analysis 
Students are asked to write literary analysis essays to think about how and why a poem, short story, 
novel, or play was written.  To successfully analyze literature, students need to remember that authors 
make specific choices for particular reasons.  The Literary Analysis essay should point out the author’s 
choices and attempt to explain their significance.  Students will consider a piece of literature from their 
own perspective.  Rather than thinking about the author’s intentions, they can develop an argument 
based on any literary device or combination thereof, while using the original text to defend and explain 
their analysis.   
 
Disclaimer: It is important to note that while the components may appear to be repetitive, 
the material and the implementation allow for deeper meaning and more rigorous 
content.  Additional information is contained in the individual teaching unit and the 
lesson plans associated with each unit.   
 
 
Essential Questions: 
 
➢ How do poets express self, identity and other themes in their work? 
➢ How can I express myself through poetry? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes:  
 
➢ Students will explore the many ways in which poetry can be interpreted.  
➢ Students will discover that poets make deliberate and thoughtful decisions about style, tone, 

rhythm, and structure and word choice.  
➢ Students will understand that poetry takes many forms.  

 
Technology Infusion:  
 
8.1.5. A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

  8.1.5. A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,     
symbols and/ or pictures. 
 
Standards Addressed:  
 



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.4 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.5 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.6  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2 a-f 
Differentiation:  
 

➢ Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
➢ Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
➢ Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
➢ Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments: 
 
➢ Text-dependent reading questions aligned to the CCSS   
➢ Annotated Journals/Night Write  
➢ Class discussion 
➢ Narrative Performance Task 

 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
	


